


FeathersInTheMillineryWorld
The feathers used to trim hats fall into four

basic categories: plumes, wings, quills, and
fancies.
 Check “From the Neck Up an Illus-trated Guide to
Hatmaking” by Denise Dreher, Madhatter Press 
for a defination of the terms above. ISBN0-941082-00-8                                                  Plumes
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StepstoMakingFauxBirds,WingsandTails

1) Sort feathers, discard unusable. I recommend using duck cosse sold in bulk, by weight.
2) Dye if you choose, check the link below for instructions.
3) Dry feathers in a fabric bag in dryer.
4) Sort feathers into 4 to 6 groups; small Lefts, small Rights, small Symmetricals, large Lefts, large Rights and
large Symmetricals. You might want to have a separate zip-lock bag for each group.
5) Cut and glue wire into a felt or felted wool base for tail or wings or both. (match feather color)
6) Choose feathers of the correct size and shape or cut feathers to length. Dry fit.
7) On wings, glue the primaries first then the secondaries and tertiaries to the front side of the wing, cover the
area above these with short feathers (or feathers cut short see, below). If the underside of the wing will be seen
then cover the felt on the back with a couple rows of short feathers.
On tails, glue the long feathers overlapping the felt by at least half. Match the left side to the right side. Slightly
overlap each feather. Glue two or three rows to cover the base. If the back side is going to be seen then add the
rows of small feathers. It is a good idea to have a block of styrofoam that you can stick the wing, tail or bird into
while you are working on it.

On full birds, look for small birds in the feather or dried plant section of craft stores or fabric stores (craft
stores posing as fabric stores). Remove any unwanted bits or existing feathers. Spray paint the body if desired.
Mask beak and eyes if desired. Create a tail base and two wing bases at the correct scale for your bird. Most of
these birds are solid styrofoam but some are hollow molded plastic. In both cases I found it was not too difficult
to make a hole for the wires of the tail or wings with an Clover brand awl or large needle. You will want to
make sure that the bases will slip into these holes fairly easily before you start adding feathers to them. Follow
the above instructions for the wings and tail before doing the body. Glue the tail in place and add rows of feath-
ers to the body starting just above the tail and working towards the head over lap and alternate feathers in each
row. If your bird is small you will have to clip the tip off of your feathers to create smaller feathers. You can
also use scissors to shape the feather tip if it is the wrong shape. You might want to do this before you clip it
from the main feather. In most places on the body it will be a good idea to crimp the stem so that the cut end of
the feather tip will not stick up. Continue adding rows until you reach at least the neck. Your feathers should get
smaller as you go.

Recommended Glue; Aleene's Clear Gel Tacky Glue
Link fo sources; www.lynnmcmasters.com/links.html handout for educational use only McMasters 2008
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